HBC NEWSLETTER i idiriaunidirias MARCH 2026

CALENDAR 2026
OPEN AFTERNOON — SUNDAY 26 APRIL 2-5pm 12 April 2pm Cockhouse Cup (Men v Ladies) & Social
It would be lovely to see as many members as possible at our open afternoon; we 13 April 6pm Ladies Team Practice
need a minimum of 2 per rink. Please let Kevin know if you are able to be at the 16 April 6pm el ) e
Open Afternoon. Thank you. kevin.thomas1to@gmail.com 20 April 6pm Ladies Team Practice
23 April 6pm Mens Team Practice
24 April 9.45am Friday Club starts
BOWLS BI_US Bowls Bi-Us will be in attendance at our Open Afternoon 25 April 1.45pm Saturday Roll Ups start
This is a chance to ensure that you are kitted out for the 26 April 2-5pm Open Afternoon
new season with shoes, approved trousers/shorts and any other clothing or 27 Apr!I 6pm Ladies T’eam Practice
accessories you require. If you know that there is something specific that you need, = Apr!I Zpm e ?O 5 lergne Stam‘,
. . . . 30 April Deadline for membership fees
contact Bowls Bi-Us and they will bring your order to the Open Afternoon. Ladies — - .
. . . . 3 May 10am Mick Ashmore Triples
approved grey shorts are from Aceit. A reminder - when representing the club in 4 May 6.15pm Ladies League starts
matches, the dress code MUST be followed. This can be viewed in full on our website. 5 pay 6.15pm Haywood Mixed League starts
Remember — trousers or shorts must be grey and EBA/EBF approved. 7 May 6.15pm Men’s League starts
19 June 1.30pm H&DBL 75" Anniversary Match at HBC

23 June 2pm Friendly v Essex VP Touring Team
11 July 9am Ladies County Semi-Finals at HBC
2 August 10.30am Barker Bowl
12-30 August Bowls England National Finals, Leamington
22-29 August EBF Finals, Skegness
10 September 6pm  Men'’s League finals
13 September 10am Club Finals Day
14 September 6pm  Ladies League finals
20 September 2pm  Memorial Shield Men v Ladies
21 September 7pm  Ladies League AGM

— _ 22 September 10-12 MacMillan Coffee Morning
3. Thou shalt not blame the wind, the rain, the heat or the BUt, e grjeen B (s 10 November 7pm  AGM
cold for thine lousy bowling. Thou shalt find something else AL IAEIRERLEERS 12 November 7.30pm HBF AGM
to blame, like thine husband/wife/partner/dog or thine QRGEVIERCENEEEEN 10 December 7.30pm H&DBL AGM

The Ten Commandments of Bowling

1. If thou art playing Lead and thy opposing team’s Lead
bowls first and puts their bowl on the jack, thou shalt not
drop thine bowl on their toe. Thou shalt grit thine teeth and
say “Good bowl!”

2. Thou shalt not walk all the way around the outside of the
green after having bowled bad bowls so that thou doesn’t
have to walk past thine Skip. Thou shalt walk past them
looking at thy shoes, or the sky, or anything other than thine
Skip.

children. contact John Mitchley.
4. Thou shalt not sitteth thineself on the side of the bank john@bvleisure.co.uk THE COCKHOUSE CUP & SOCIAL
with thine feet in the gutter even if thou does feel tired and The Cockhouse Cup is the first Club competition of the
it looketh like the perfect place to sit. The green is in absolutely top season and will take place on Sunday 14 April (greens
5. Thou shalt not walk to the other end of the green and B e permitting). This is a competition of ladies v men and is
start kicking the bowls before thine Skip has had a. c.hance. to work over the winter by the open for all members to play in. More details will be
:::i\l/' II;onl:;g:rtmduS:jitn;hsetr:ffa::inlzajo‘tez ;r;f”\:vag:i':g ::;]re, greens team. To quote Merv sent out soon with details of how to sign up. It.will be
especially if thine side had shot. “I've never seen the green great to see as many players take part as possible to
6. Thou shalt endeavour to measure properly. Thou shalt look so good” launch the new season.
not accidentally knock the jack closer to thine own bowl, Following the game, the Chris Page Room is booked for
well, not when the other Third is looking anyway. members to socialize over drinks and nibbles. Even if
7. When thine is playing Second, thou shalt not add the  Thankyou to all who have you are not playing, come along to meet up with
opposing side’s score to thine own team’s score and then completed the member members for a pre-season get-together from 4/4.30pm
say “Whoops! | forgot what side | was on.” survey. Membership onwards.
8. Thou shalt not wear thine shorts up around thine armpits .

. forms will be sent out
and pretend it’s because thou art taller than everyone else
is. soon and are now THE HAYWARD MIXED LEAGUE
9. Thou shalt not badger thy opposing player with an electronic thanks to our IT Jan Nelder is our Mixed League Coordinator but is
endless stream of idle chatter and unhelpful advice just to  \yhizz, Gareth. He has also looking for members to take on leadership of our 2

distract them. Nor shalt thy tell visiting bowlers that thine is
the district coach and that their delivery leaves a lot to be

teams. |If you are interested, please contact Jan to

been very busy installing
discuss. 13 teams have entered this league for the

desired just to put them off. a.II data 0|.1 Bowlr, our m.aw new season and will play in 2 divisions.
10. Thou shalt not get down on thy knees and pray for rain rink booking system which imnelder@aol.com / 07806 947804
or do a rain dance if thy team is losing and thou can see no will be going ‘live’ very J ’

hope of ever catching up. Thou shalt stay on the green and

|
suffer like everyone else in thy team. soon. Thank you Gareth!

FRIENDLY MATCH 23 June 2pm
We feel honoured to have been invited
to host the Essex Vice Presidents
Touring Side for this friendly match but we
2 days then back on the need players. Please let’'s make this happen as |
squash court?? cannot cancel yet another friendly. 24 players are
e required and so far 6 have signed up. Not great!

Sending best wishes to
Mitch as he following hip
surgery.

Please let Gareth Evans,
Secretary know should you have
any change to your contact
details: (address/tel.nos/email)
Thank you.

SOCIAL MEDIA
All information regarding HBC can be found on our website. This may be a good time to read n Facebook — Hemingford Bowls Club
through documents to refresh memories regarding rules, etiquette, dress code and more.
Men, please familiarize yourselves with the rules of the Men’s League. Failure to follow the r@ Instagram — hbc.bowls
| rules may result in a fine for the club and a points deduction. All information can be found at
https://huntingdonanddistrictbowlsleague.blogspot.com/ @ Website - www.hemingfordbowls.co.uk



